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“We protect the planet, build communities and 
support people by connecting them with others, 
unleashing their potential for positive change and 
action.”

The Humana People to People Charter
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Introduction

Currently, HPPSA targets four key development challenges faced by impoverished communities in South 
Africa:

Community Development Food Security

HPPSA advocates for both small-scale farmers and 
healthy eating habits, striving for:

•	 Building Food Security: Encouraging families 
to reduce reliance on expensive, unhealthy 
food by establishing home vegetable gardens.

•	 Promoting Community Gardens: Initiating 
and supporting garden farming projects within 
our communities, showcasing the power 
of collaboration in securing a future with 
abundant, nutritious food.

•	 Leading health promotion initiatives and 
campaigns against gender-based violence.

Through our Child Aid initiative, we empower 
communities to foster safe and nurturing environments 
where children can thrive. This holistic approach 
addresses various challenges through:

•	 Early Childhood Education: Offering preschool 
programs to equip children for future 
educational endeavors.

•	 Youth Development: Engaging youth in 
clubs and skills training to prepare them for 
successful futures.

•	 Sustainable Practices: Promoting garden 
farming and healthy lifestyles to enhance 
overall well-being.

•	 Environmental Awareness: Educating 
communities about climate change and 
strategies for mitigation.

•	 Health and Safety: Spearheading health 
promotion initiatives and campaigns against 
gender-based violence.

What We do?

Since its establishment in 1995, Humana People to People in South Africa (HPPSA) has emerged as a 
powerful catalyst for positive transformation. Born out of the need to address the socioeconomic challenges faced 
by underprivileged communities in South Africa, HPPSA is proud to be a member of the international Humana 
People to People Movement. Our journey began in Soweto in 1998, where we embarked on our inaugural project in 
collaboration with the South African government.

In 2016, we further solidified our commitment to creating impactful change by aligning ourselves with 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the National Development Plan (NDP). By adhering to these 
frameworks, we are steadfastly dedicated to the ambitious goal of eradicating poverty and diminishing inequality by 
2030.

At HPPSA, we position ourselves as a bridge, working hand in hand with communities, government bodies, 
businesses, and civil society to realize these pivotal objectives.
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EducationHealth

For over two decades, our flagship programs, Total 
Control of the Epidemic (TCE) and HOPE, have been 
pivotal in enhancing public health in South Africa.

•	 Total Control of the Epidemic (TCE): 
Addressing HIV/AIDS and TB through 
comprehensive interventions, which reached 
out to more than  6 million people in the 
household giving them person-to-person 
information and counselling on HIV and AIDS 
and also TB.

•	 Child Aid: Extending health education 
campaigns and essential services to the 
broader community, while also providing 
care for orphaned and vulnerable children. 
Additionally, Child Aid actively contributes to 
the fight against malaria in South Africa.

The Preschools of the Future (POF) movement 
is revolutionizing early childhood education in rural 
South Africa. POF schools are envisioned as nurturing 
environments where young minds can flourish. In 
partnership with the KwaZulu-Natal Experimental 
College, we train preschool teachers with a unique 
blend of humanitarian values and educational expertise, 
empowering them to equip children with the knowledge 
and skills needed to thrive in supportive and enriching 
settings.

At HPPSA, our commitment to driving positive change in South Africa remains unwavering. Through 
collaboration, innovation, and dedication, we continue to strive towards a future where every individual can lead a 
fulfilling and dignified life.
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Chairman’s Welcome Message

Dear Colleagues, Supporters, Partners 
and Stakeholders 
2023 was the year where the world experienced horrendous 
wars and mass killings, and it has filled us all with horror.

People in the world have stood up against this lunacy, and we 
are together with them.

South Africa has also played an important role in raising its 
voice against the genocide taking place in Palestine.

War is inhumane and a big setback for development. In a time 
where the world should stand together to fight off climate 
change, huge resources are spent on war fare that not only kills 
and destroys the lives of innocent people but also brings about 
destruction to the planet.

We will go another way.

We will go hand in hand with the people and create 
development. Without development we will never build peace. 
Whereas war can destroy communities with a single blow, 
development takes hard work, resilience, and respect of people 
to happen.

In 2023, we worked side by side with many poor 
communities, tackling challenges across various sectors 
including community development, health, education, skills 
development, climate change, and food security.

In 2023, our reach extended to over 400,000 individuals 

across Gauteng, Limpopo, KwaZulu-Natal, Mpumalanga, 
and Eastern Cape. By fighting side by side, we have not only 
transformed communities, but also transformed ourselves and 
all the people we work with.

This report offers a detailed accounts of the significant strides 
we’ve taken towards achieving development. Within its pages, 
you’ll encounter stories of individuals whose lives have been 
touched by our endeavours, and we are proud to listen to 
their stories. They are testimonies of change for the benefit of 
mankind.

This would not have been possible without the continuous 
contribution from our donors, volunteers, and partners. Your 
generosity and commitment serve as an important force 
behind our mission. 

As you delve into this report, I invite you to celebrate the 
progress we’ve achieved together and to join us in our ongoing 
journey towards a more just and sustainable world.

As we embark on 2024, our dedication remains steadfast. 
We are committed to standing alongside poor communities, 
forging common ground, and expanding our reach. Thank 
you for your unwavering belief in our work. Together, we can 
make a lasting difference.
 

Lone Torbensen
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OUR VISION AND OUR MISSION

Only by a collective effort, these challenges 
can be overcome.

In The Spirit Of Solidary Humanism, We Will:
• Work with the people to take care of our planet 
and be ready to fight the challenges of climate 
change;

• Train and empower communities to take total 
control of HIV, TB, Malaria and other pressing 
health matters;

• Educate, nurture and inspire children to 
become active and responsible members of 
society;

• Equip individuals and families to meet their 
economic needs through skills training and 
income generating activities;

• Empower youth and adults with professional 
and life skills to play their part in development;

• Promote, advocate for and support 
volunteerism as an integrated part of creating 
development that benefits both the people and 
the society as such;

• Practice and promote non-discrimination, 
global understanding and cooperation and 
contribute to creating equal opportunities for 
everyone;

• Deliver relief, care and support to vulnerable 
groups;

• Co-operate with other organisations, 
government departments and local structures to 
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by 
2030 as set out by the United Nations.

Mission Statement

“It is about fostering new generations with golden hearts and heads 
and hands, well-educated and with a personal ethic proportions, that 
humanized relationships of all sizes can serve as substitutes for all sorts 
of dehumanized phenomena. “    

We look upon South Africa as a country with great resources in its people, its culture, and its nature. 
We look upon South Africa as a country, which plays an important role in the African continent and 
in the world. We also look upon South Africa as a country with great challenges to be addressed in 
order to create a society where all people can fulfil their dreams and develop their potential.

The Humana People to People Charter

Lone Torbensen
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Health
WE PROVIDE BASIC HEALTHCARE IN 
DISADVANTAGED AREAS WHERE PEOPLE LACK 
AFFORDABLE, QUALITY, AND COMPREHENSIVE 
HEALTHCARE, ENSURING THEY HAVE ACCESS TO 
ESSENTIAL SERVICES.
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Mpumalanga

The health of an individual is influenced by a multitude of factors, many of which are not as well-known as 
they should be. These include genetics, where we live, the quality of our environment, our income and education, 
and our relationships with friends and family. We all have different perspectives on health, but our goal is to ensure 
that everyone has access to healthcare, can get it as quickly as they need it, and does not face obstacles in requiring 
health services.

How do we describe health?

Why is health important to us?
One of the most crucial aspects of anyone’s life is their health. It may have an impact on someone’s emotional, 

mental, and physical health. Because of this, it is critical to take preventative measures for people’s health and avoid 
illness and disease. Acting to enhance your health before you become ill is known as being proactive about your 
health.

OUR HEALTH PROGRAMMES

The comprehensive community mobilization campaign known as Total Control of the Epidemic or TCE aims 
to ensure that people have control over HIV and AIDS, and tuberculosis and other epidemics. Currently, TCE has 
collaborated with the rest of South Africa to ensure that everyone is aware of their HIV status, gets treatment, and 
follows through on it. Since its inception in 2002, TCE has had a direct impact on over 5 million South Africans.

Health

 Total Control of The Epidemic
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TCE Sekhukhune and TCE Zululand

The main idea of the programme is to provide a 
minimum core support which includes HIV Testing 
Services, Behavior Change and Structural support to 
Sex Workers in Sekhukhune and Zululand Districts. 
This is done through provision of HIV/AIDS and 
STIs education, TB prevention, care, and support. The 
project work towards preventing new HIV, STI and 
TB infections, ensuring protection of human rights, 
improving access to health and justice services. The 
programme works with Sex Workers, their clients, and 
children in the Sekhukhune and Zululand Districts. 
it works with Sex Workers in their operational areas 
which included streets, homes, brothels, truck stops, 
taverns, and hotels. The project commenced operations 
in April of 2022. Constructed based on the achievements 
of the Total Control of the Epidemic (TCE) initiative 
in South Africa, the present program provides a full 

range of clinical, peer-led, and holistic services tailored 
to the requirements of adult sex workers. To serve the 
important community of sex workers, HPPSA leveraged 
its long-standing partnership with the Department of 
Health to offer HIV, AIDS, STI, and TB care.

Through this program 
in 2023, both projects 
managed to reach the 
following milestones

TCE Sekhukhune and Zululand:
•	 5,595 sex workers received HIV & AIDS prevention information.
•	 2,686 sex workers were tested for HIV.
•	 932 sex workers started oral antiretroviral PrEP, while 63 newly 

diagnosed with HIV started ART.
•	 5,595 sex workers were screened for TB and STI.
•	 1,869 sex workers were tested for pregnancy.
•	 3,416 sex workers had cervical cancer screenings.
•	 117 sex workers underwent pap smears.
•	 1, 446, 793 condoms distributed
•	 20 health campaigns were carried out
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South Africa criminalises all aspects 
of sex work, meaning that both the 
selling and buying of sex is illegal. 
Historically, sex workers have been 
among South Africa’s most marginal-
ised populations, and are vulnerable 
to exploitation, abuse, and ill health 
(in particular HIV and other STIs).
Humana People to People believes 
that sex workers should be protected 
by the same human rights as other 
citizens. Most sex workers do not vol-
untarily enter their profession, and 
because their work is criminalized, 
they often experience rude violations 
of their rights without being able to 
protect themselves.
In TCE Sekhukhune and Zululand we 
offer support to sex workers in coop-
eration with police and social work-
ers and other relevant parties

This is the story of one of the sex 
workers at TCE Zululand, known by 
the street signature Dombolo. She is 
a mother of a 4-year-old child living 
in instability, and she relies on the 
earnings from sex work to support 
her five other family members. While 
Dombolo works on the streets, a fam-
ily member takes care of her child. 
Besides sex work, she often resorts to 
begging on the streets for food and 
money, sometimes receiving no pay-
ment for her sex work services.
She was raised by her grandmoth-
er, with whom she has not been on 
good terms ever since revealing her 
involvement in sex work, facing dis-
crimination as a result. Compounded 
by the absence of an identification 
card, her situation remained precar-
ious. However, since the inception of 

the sex work program in Zululand, 
Dombolo has received vital support. 
She utilized social relief food vouch-
ers to procure essential items and re-
ceived clothing donations from pro-
gram staff.
The psychosocial support team, un-
der the guidance of a social worker, 
took proactive steps to secure her 
identification document by engag-
ing with the Department of Home 
Affairs. Efforts were made to initiate 
contact with her family to facilitate 
the application process.
The program also offers training and 
support to Dombolo’s family mem-
bers, so they better understand her 
situation and can support her.
At the moment the program supports 
more than 5000 sex workers in Se-
khukhune and Zululand.

SEX WORKERS ARE HUMAN BEINGS THAT DESERVE THE SAME 
TREATMENT AS OTHERS.

Case story

Case story
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HOPE HUMANA
Placing people at the centre encourages growth. The Hope Humana programme supports this notion by 

enhancing the local population’s capacity to adjust to the effects of the HIV/AIDS pandemic. Founded in 2003, Hope 
Humana is presently operating in three provinces: The Eastern Cape (HOPE Mthatha), KwaZulu-Natal (HOPE 
uPhongolo), and Mpumalanga (HOPE Bushbuckridge). The initiative’s goal is to empower the community to come 
together in a way that encourages dialogue and action against social issues like gender-based violence (GBV), 
HIV&AIDS, STIs, NCD – Non-Communicable Diseases and other chronic illnesses.

HOPE uPhongolo, Mthatha, and Bushbuckridge
In response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic at its peak, 

Humana People to People in South Africa started the 
HOPE program in 2003 to assist individuals affected 
and infected by the pandemic. Our first HOPE effort 
began in Pinetown, when the KwaZulu-Natal province 
was believed to be the most HIV/AIDS ravaged region 
in the world. All our HOPE projects are evolving into 
community resource centres where locals may act both 
individually and collectively and seek support to combat 

some of the most severe consequences of numerous 
illnesses. The focus is more on offering support to 
those who are infected and affected by HIV/AIDS, 
TB, and other non-communicable diseases. As central 
repositories of knowledge, these Hope Centres empower 
communities to take charge of their lives by providing 
essential health and services information.

Some of the results in 2023
•	 6,296 people directly reached through the HOPE programs.
•	 7,982 people referred for Health Testing Services (HTS).
•	 154 orphans and vulnerable children reached and active in the 

projects.
•	 1232 children and youth active in the project.
•	 25,969 people screened for TB and non-communicable diseases.
•	 104, 262 condoms distributed.
•	 40 males mobilised and referred for voluntary medical male 

circumcision.
•	 18 health campaigns carried out.
•	 21, 352 people screened for HIV, TB, STIs & non-communicable 

diseases

Through this 
program, in 2023 all 
3 projects managed 
to reach the following 
milestones

People’s active participation in their communities serves as the cornerstone of our health efforts. Person-
to-person mobilization for HIV testing services, treatment, linkage, referrals, and continuous support for those 
undergoing treatment to guarantee they never miss clinic scheduled visits, forms the cornerstone of our strategy, 
significant at-risk populations, and hard-to-reach areas.
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Case story

THE HOPE HUMANA PROGRAM PLACES COMMUNITIES AT THE 
FOREFRONT, PRIORITIZING THEIR NEEDS AND RIGHTS BY OFFERING 
EXTENSIVE ASSISTANCE TO ENSURE THEY ARE MET.

In order to restore their dignity, people must be 
able to obtain formal employment and education, which 
can only be achieved with a legal identity document. 
While conducting their door-to-door campaigns, HOPE 
Bushbuckridge health workers met a young lady who 
had an uncomfortable situation regarding her Identity 
Document (ID). Her ID had her gender incorrectly 
classified as male by the Department of Home Affairs. 
For the young woman, this was a distressing and 
concerning error because it could generate difficulty 
while looking for work or when enrolling in formal 
school or training.

To help, our committed caregivers stepped in. 
They went with her to the Department of Home Affairs 
and spoke up in favour of changing her ID’s gender. 
Home Affairs authorities have given assurances, but the 
problem hasn’t been fixed yet. The program is dedicated 
to continuing until this error is fixed, and they will 
continue applying pressure until it is completed. The 
initiative aims to remove any hurdles and enable her 
to pursue career and school without discrimination or 
confusion by ensuring her identity card appropriately 
shows her gender.

Everyone should have access to their fundamental 
rights and equal chances, in our opinion. Our work to 
support community people in regaining their feeling of 
self-worth and well-being includes more than just

 addressing identity document difficulties. In 
our ongoing efforts to build a society where everyone 
is treated with dignity, we will stand up for and assist 
people like the young woman.
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TOTAL CONTROL OF MALARIA

The initiatives reached out 
to a considerable number of 
individuals in 2023 through 
door-to-door.

PROVIDING HEALTH SERVICES TO THE NEEDY 
COMMUNITIES IS A KEY PART OF OUR COMMITMENT

Humana People to People in South Africa started the Malaria Program in 2017 in response to the rising 
number of malaria cases in South Africa. The initiative is carried out under the auspices of the SADC Elimination 
8 (E8) and LSDI2 - Lubombo Spatial Development Initiatives 2 - (LSDI2), a multi-country, coordinated effort 
supported by the Global Fund to eradicate malaria in uMkhanyakude, Ehlanzeni (Child Aid Ehlanzeni), and 
Mopani; Vhembe and Capricorn Districts (Child Aid MVC)—are the main operating areas for the malaria program, 
which is carried out under the Child Aid initiatives. The program’s concept is to set up health care stations in all 
areas of operation to monitor, diagnose, and treat malaria in underprivileged and mobile migrant populations 
(MMPs). The program focuses on populations of mobile migrants (MMPs) since travels between high- and low-
burden nations carry a risk of contracting malaria parasites. The project is implemented in accordance with the 
SADC Elimination 8 (E8) effort, a transnational program aimed at eliminating malaria in Namibia, Botswana, South 
Africa, eSwatini, Angola, Mozambique, Zambia, and Zimbabwe

Some of the results in 2023
•	 129, 773 people reached with malaria information.
•	 103, 526 people tested for malaria
•	 1,165 people tested positive for malaria.
•	 1,152 people treated for malaria.
•	 9 malaria clinic/border posts established
•	 98 breeding sites identified and treated

Since the initiative’s start, our programs have provided malaria services to 500,000 people in the areas of 
operation.
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On September 20, 2023, the Thu-
lamela team responded to three cases 
of passive malaria in collaboration 
with the Department of Health Ma-
laria-control program at Muledane. 
A migrant who lacked legal docu-
mentation had tested positive for 
malaria at a local clinic, necessitating 
referral to Tshilidzini Hospital for 
further treatment. However, beyond 
mere health concerns, the gravity of 
their situation was compounded by 
their undocumented status, instill-
ing fear of potential arrest for illegal 
presence in the country. Demonstrat-
ing compassion and a dedication to 
public health, an Environmental 
Health Practitioner (EHP) from the 
Thulamela team adopted a proactive 
approach. Recognizing the urgency 
of the situation, the EHP provided 
comprehensive health education to 
the patient, addressing the dangers 
of untreated malaria and bridging 
the information gap that may have 
contributed to their initial hesitance. 
Empowered with newfound knowl-
edge, the patient willingly consented 
to on-the-spot treatment adminis-

tered by a nurse from the Thulamela 
team.
 
Undeterred by the initial challenge, 
the Thulamela team expanded their 
efforts beyond the clinic, initiating 
door-to-door testing in the vicin-
ity of the affected people. During 
this outreach, they identified two 
additional local cases of malaria, 
promptly administering treatment 
upon detection. Demonstrating their 
unwavering dedication to commu-
nity health, the team proceeded to 
the dumping site where the patient 
was employed, conducting compre-
hensive testing on 127 individuals, 
comprising 59 females and 68 males. 
An additional 6 cases were identified 
and treated on-site by a professional 
nurse. Recognizing the pivotal role 
of education in preventing further 
outbreaks, the team distributed 150 
Information, Education, and Com-
munication (IEC) pamphlets to mi-
grant workers at the site, ensuring 
they were well-informed about the 
risks associated with malaria and the 
preventive measures available.

 
Three days after treatment, the Thu-
lamela team conducted follow-up 
visits to ensure that the patients had 
completed their medication and were 
progressing toward restored health. 
However, the ramifications of this 
outbreak extended beyond individu-
al cases. Muledane, now designated 
as a new hotspot area by the Health 
Promotion Program (HPP), became 
a focal point for the Department of 
Health. The revelation of additional 
positive cases caught health authori-
ties off guard, leading to heightened 
efforts and resource allocation to 
tackle the emerging health threat in 
the community.
 
Since the outbreak, Muledane has re-
mained under the vigilant watch of 
the Department of Health, showcas-
ing the proactive measures taken by 
the Thulamela team to transform a 
potential health crisis into an oppor-
tunity for education, intervention, 
and community-focused care.

DELIVERING ESSENTIAL HEALTH SERVICES TO UNDERSERVED 
COMMUNITIES IS A CORNERSTONE OF OUR COMMITMENT.

Case story
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Community Development

Community
Development
SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ENABLES 
PEOPLE TO IMPROVE THEIR LIVES. IT REQUIRES TIME, 
POLITICAL SUPPORT AND INVOLVEMENT OF LOCAL 
PEOPLE, AS WELL AS ADEQUATE FUNDING.
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Community Development
At Humana People to People in South Africa, we are dedicated to equipping communities with the necessary skills to 
foster income-generating activities that enhance individuals’ lives. Our approach to community development is rooted 
in the belief that people are the primary drivers of their own development as they truly understand the hardships of 
poverty and possess invaluable day-to-day survival techniques. By investing in people, we ensure the sustainability of 
our projects.

Our Community Development Program
We view community development as essential for empowering communities to address socioeconomic 

challenges collectively. Through our Child Aid program, we unite people to make a difference in each other’s lives 
by addressing various aspects of development including income generation, health promotion, skills development, 
infrastructure improvement, and cultural enrichment.

In our community development efforts, we tailor projects to local needs, supporting and working closely 
with communities to provide them with the skills, knowledge, and organizational structures necessary for positive 
change. Our community initiatives provide a nurturing environment for children and empower individuals to 
reclaim control over their lives. Our initiatives include kid-friendly activities, after-school clubs, and in-school 
programs.

Child Aid Programs Overview
Our Child Aid programs operate in five districts 

across four provinces: Eastern Cape (Child Aid Mthatha 
and Child Aid King Sabata Dalindyebo), Gauteng (Child 
Aid Doornkop), Limpopo (Child Aid Tubatse and 
Child Aid Bakenberg) and Kwazulu Natal (Child Aid 
Zululand)

- Child Aid Doornkop: Established in 1998, 
Child Aid Doornkop has evolved to address local 
issues effectively, establishing strong relationships with 
government organizations and stakeholders.

- Child Aid Bakenberg: Founded in 2006, Child 
Aid Bakenberg collaborates with various stakeholders to 
support community development in the Mogalakwena 
Local Municipality.

- Child Aid Tubatse: Implementation began in 
2006 to support community-established mechanisms 
and sustain previous successes from the TCE which was 
implemented from 2006 to 2009 in Tubatse, Sekhukhune 
District.

- Child Aid Mthatha: launched in 2019, is a 
program designed to address poverty, food insecurity, 
and unemployment in rural communities within the OR 
Tambo District. Leveraging the successes of previous 
initiatives, this program aims to enact sustainable 
solutions to these pressing challenges. Through 
collaborative efforts with communities and stakeholders, 
we strive to create sustainable change and foster 
thriving, resilient communities.

 
- Child Aid King Sabata Dalindyebo: Started 

in May 2023, this project addresses community 
development needs while promoting environmental care 
and social cohesion in OR Tambo District.

- Child Aid Zululand: This initiative aims to reduce 
carbon emissions by promoting the use of firewood-
saving stoves in households in Zululand District.
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In 2023, our Child Aid programs collectively reached over 51,000 people, established over 2,400 backyard 
gardens, provided health and hygiene information to over 47,000 individuals, identified, and registered nearly 
500 orphans and vulnerable children, distributed condoms, supported preschools, planted trees, constructed 
handwashing systems, and formed Village Action Groups.

Achievements

General results in 2023
•	 51,096 people reached.
•	 13,010 families that are active.
•	 2,489 backyard gardens established.
•	 47,417 people reached with health and hygiene information.
•	 468 orphans and vulnerable children identified and registered.
•	 484 833 condoms distributed.
•	 32 pre-schools active.
•	 883 trees planted.
•	 9 families with latrines and handwashing systems.
•	 182 Village Action Groups established.

Through the Child 
Aid programs in 
2023, all 6 projects 
managed to reach the 
following milestones.

20
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Sustainable Cooking Takes Root in Nongoma: Humana People to People in South Africa 
Leads the Way.
Humana People to People in South Africa is leading an initiative towards a greener future in the Nongoma Sub 
District, KwaZulu-Natal. Funded by C-Quest Capital, their Firewood Saving Stove Initiative, was launched in June 
2023, to empower 3,000 households with eco-friendly cookstoves that save firewood. These innovative USAID carbon 
credit cookstoves focus heat directly onto pots, reaching temperatures between 600-800 degrees Celsius, surpassing 
open fires, which typically average 500 degrees and lose significant heat. Using firewood saving stoves translates to 
faster cooking and reduced firewood consumption, leading to lower carbon emissions.

Through community mobilisation and education, 
the project extends its impact beyond merely providing 
stoves, at it fosters long-term shift in behaviour by 
promoting responsible firewood use and environmental 
consciousness. This “adaptive response” empowers 
communities to become stewards of their environment. 
This aligns with 5 of the Child Aid Program’s ten lines, 
addressing South Africa’s documented deforestation 
challenge and its impact on climate change.

Initially started in Mpumalanga, the initiative 
relocated to Zululand to avoid duplicating efforts with 
another NGO. The current phase in the Nongoma Sub 
District began in January 2024 and concludes in June 
2024.

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
(2020) acknowledges ongoing government efforts to 

address deforestation, but a gap exists in providing 
solutions at the community level. The Child Aid 
Zululand project bridges this gap by introducing 
firewood-saving rocket cookstoves. Nongoma District, 
a poverty-stricken rural area, bears the brunt of climate 
change with deadly storms and heavy rain. Research 
by Humana People to People and C-Quest Capital 
identified Nongoma as a region heavily reliant on open 
fires for cooking. The project’s introduction of rocket 
cookstoves aims to empower the community and 
mitigate the effects of climate change.

This pilot project serves as a stepping stone towards 
a greener future for Nongoma and a model for other 
regions struggling with similar challenges. By promoting 
sustainable practices at the community level, Humana 
People to People paves the way for a healthier planet.

Since its inception, the project has reached the 
following milestones:

•	 791 households involved in the project
•	 1,050 firewood-saving stoves constructed
•	 20,130 bricks moulded
•	 791 people educated on global warming and 

climate change
•	 19 active volunteers in the project
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Education
PARTICIPATORY LEARNING BUILDS CONFIDENCE 
FOR PROBLEM SOLVING. LEARNERS, TEACHERS AND 
COMMUNITIES MUST ALL BE ACTIVE PARTICIPANTS 
IN THE EDUCATION PROCESS.

22

Humana People to People in South Africa - Progress Report 2023



Education

The state of Early Childhood Development in South Africa

Pre-School of the Future Program

Since its founding in KwaZulu-Natal in 1998, HPP’s 
Preschool of the Future (POF) Movement has developed 
to meet community requirements for ECD and 
government policy. ECD services are still inaccessible 

to many children in the vulnerable communities. 
Therefore, it is imperative that this project be continued 
to guarantee many vulnerable children’s comprehensive 
access. 

The Preschools of the Future (POF) Movement 
mobilizes communities to develop community-driven 
preschools, providing support to local preschools 
and ECD centres in KwaZulu-Natal’s Mangangeni 
and iLembe. In addition to operating (3) three model 
preschools, the project assists neighbourhood preschools 
in offering high-quality child-focused programs, helping 
them to realize better opportunities for small children to 
grow and learn, giving them a much better start in life. 
We are currently supporting 43 preschools.

Humana People to People in South Africa works together with the KwaZulu-Natal Experimental College 
(KNEC) in Pinetown, Durban, in order to offer holistic and child-centered early childhood education and support 
to young children in KwaZulu-Natal.

“In order to break the cycle of poverty, it would be particularly important for children coming from financially 
disadvantaged families to have access to early learning. Data, however, shows that almost 50% of children aged 
between 0-6 are not accessing any ECD service before school. The lower the income the lower the enrolment rate in 
early learning services” Roger Federer Foundation’s

Early Childhood Development (ECD) is a primary priority in South Africa, and the country at present is 
facing a drop in early education enrolment. Currently, 1.6 million children under 6 (72%) attend Early Learning 
Programmes (ELPs). This number fell from nearly 2 million before the COVID-19 pandemic. The decline suggests 
two possible reasons: financial hardship due to job losses, and a lack of awareness among some parents about the 
importance of early education for their child’s future academic success.

Preschools of the Future Teacher Training (POF-TT) program

The Preschools of the Future Teacher Training 
(POF-TT) program at KwaZulu Experimental College 
aims to equip unemployed youth, particularly young 
women with an ECD qualification, with the necessary 

skills to empower themselves and enhance the quality 
of ECD education in communities. The ECD training 
is accredited by Education, Training and Development 
Practices Sector Education and Training Authority 
(ETDP SETA)

With the purpose of empowering community 
people to take the lead in shaping their own 
communities, this qualification seeks to enhance the 
quality of ECD education. This certification aims to 
raise the standard of ECD training and education while 
enabling the locals to take the initiative in developing 
their own communities.

The initiative was started in 2011 as a long-term 
way to provide the KwaZulu Natal region with the 
essential capabilities.
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General results in 2023
•	 1,651 children active in the POF program.
•	 20 ECD practitioners registered for National Qualification 

Framework (NQF) Level 4.
•	 30 nutritional gardens established and maintained.
•	 72 preschool teachers were mentored by qualified POF-TT 

graduates during 1st year of teaching.

The POF program 
accomplished these 
results in 2023.

WE STRIVE TO EMPOWER INDIVIDUALS TO EXCEL AND FIND MEANING IN 
LIFE DESPITE FACING VARIOUS CHALLENGES

Case Story

While it may be more challenging to access 
opportunities for personal growth and quality 
education in remote areas, individuals like Katlego are 
given unique opportunities to experience enriching 
educational journeys through programs like the 
Preschools of the Future Teacher Training (POF-TT).

Katlego, raised in the remote rural area of 
Bakenberg, Limpopo province, had limited access to 
educational resources and modern teaching methods. 
However, through the Den Selvejende Institution 
Faelleseje Scholarship, Katlego enrolled in the KwaZulu-
Natal Experimental College (KNEC) from April 2022 
to March 2023, gaining access to high-quality early 
childhood development (ECD) education unavailable 
in her community. The school’s qualified instructors 
implemented child-centered teaching techniques, 
stimulating Katlego’s curiosity and nurturing her passion 
for learning.

The KwaZulu-Natal Experimental College also 
integrated a range of extracurricular activities to 
promote holistic development. Katlego participated in 
field trips and team-building exercises, expanding her 
interests, and broadening her perspective. As a result 
of her participation, Katlego experienced significant 
improvements in critical thinking, confidence, and 
academic performance.

Moreover, the empowerment she gained allowed 
her to overcome social barriers and inspired her to 
pursue further education, opening doors to a brighter 
future. Katlego’s success story highlights the importance 
of funding early childhood education in rural areas and 
the benefits of bridging educational gaps and promoting 
self-determination.

HPP-SA collaborates with the KwaZulu-Natal 
Experimental College to provide training for preschool 
educators sensitive to the needs of young children and 
their communities, furthering our mission to empower 
individuals and communities through education and 
skills training.
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Accountability and Transparency

Sources of Funding

3.91%

SA Government

40.21% Global Fund

33.79%

16.75%

Government of 
MONACO

Other income

TOTAL 100% TOTAL 100%

Accountability and 
Transparency

Expenditure of Funding

11.81% Child Aid

8.41% HOPE

29.89%Members of HPP 
Federation

23.19% Other programs 
including POF

TCE

26.70% Malaria 

5.34%

Humana People to People in South Africa is 
registered as a local NPO under the Department of 
Social Development and NPC under the Companies 
Act. As a local NGO, we are committed to adhering to 
the highest standards of accountability, transparency and 
good governance. In 2023, we  qualified for a B-BBBE 
Level One certificate from EMPOWERDEX

 In 2023, Humana People to People in South Africa 

spent approximately ZAR 77,6 million on development 
projects in South AfricaThe major source of funding is 
generated from our partnerships in development with 
governments, foundations, companies, organisations, 
and multilateral grant mechanisms for specific 
programmes, projects, and activities of common interest.

The Economy and Administration office is based at the organisation’s National Headquarters in Pinetown, 
Durban. The organisation’s finances are administered according to Generally Accepted Accounting Practice as 
required by the Companies Act. Humana People to People’s accounts are audited by Nexia SAB & T
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Good Governance
HPPSA was awarded the SGS 

NGO Benchmarking Certificate 
on 27 November 2023. The 
accreditation is a reflection of our 
robust governance systems, our 
commitment to accountability 
towards our stakeholders, and 
compliance with international best 
practices.

The SGS NGO Benchmarking 
Certificate recognises an 
organisation based on their 
assessments in 99 objectively 
verifiable indicators. SGS is 
an internationally recognised 

company which developed the 
NGO Benchmarking certification 
audit in 2001 to provide a universal 
‘trust standard’ for NGOs globally. 
Humana People to People in South 
Africa is committed to absolute 
credible practices in its processes 
and functioning. We have received 
Accreditation for ensuring the 
legitimacy and principles of good 
governance that are in place here. 
It’s of utmost importance that our 
project mechanisms are accountable 
and transparent to re-assure the 
trust of our stakeholders and 
partners. Our committed efforts 

resulted in receiving the recognition 
and accreditation of the stalwart 
work, some of which are highlighted 
below:

CORE VALUES 

We act consistently with our mission, are 
honest and transparent in what we do and say 
and accept responsibility for our collective and 
individual actions.

We work together effectively to serve 
the wider community.

We constantly challenge ourselves to 
higher levels of performance and learning to 
achieve greater impact.

We are steadfast in pursuing the vision of 
the organization no matter how challenging it 
is or how long it takes to reach the goal.

COMMITMENT

EXCELLENCE

SOLIDARITY

INTEGRITY

PERSEVERANCE

We show solidarity in advancing the 
vision of Humana People to People in South 
Africa for the well-being of all people in South 
Africa.
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HUMANA PEOPLE TO PEOPLE 
FEDERATION

The Federation

We are Humana People To People in South Africa, 
proud members of the Federation for Associations 
connected to the International Humana People to 
People Movement. Comprising 29 independent national 
member associations, our collective mission is to 
safeguard the planet, foster community development, 
and empower individuals by engaging them in 
transformative programs, thus unlocking their potential 
for positive change and action.

The Federation extends support to its members 
by facilitating the implementation of vital on-the-
ground initiatives across Africa, Asia, Europe, North 

America, and South America. This support encompasses 
program development, project management, operational 
assistance, financial management, and advocacy 
to advance our shared agenda through strategic 
relationships and partnerships.

Aligned with the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development Goals, the activities of the Humana People 
to People Movement are dedicated to collaborating with 
communities and our myriad partners to help nations 
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. Together, 
we endeavor to effect enduring, positive change, thereby 
contributing to the collective betterment of societies.

The Humana People to People Internationa Headquarters 
in Shamva, Zimbabwe 
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Humana People to People in South Africa 
works with a diverse range of partners with whom 
we share the same social and human development 
objectives.

Partnerships are mutual: a partner may provide 
the funding needed for a project, while Humana 
People to People in South Africa provides solutions, 
because it is rooted in a given community, has tried 
and trusted project concepts ready, and possesses 
the needed capacity. Partners include international, 
national and local governments, foundations, the 
private sector, multilateral agencies and international 
organisations.

Partnerships are key to our ability to create and 

maintain meaningful social and human development 
projects in accordance with the world’s development 
agenda.

Humana People to People maintains strong 
and active collaboration with its partners, through 
on-time delivery of both programmatic and 
financial reporting, through field visits or ongoing 
communication to exchange emerging challenges 
and lessons learned. We also offer good exposure to 
our partners through our website, social media and 
publications.

PRESENTING OUR PARTNERS 

Partnership in development
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TCE       

TCE Sekhukhune (Limpopo)
118 Morone Street
Burgersfort
Tel: +27 72 042 4692; Email: lebohang@
hpp-sa.org

TCE Zululand (KwaZulu Natal)
141 Hlobane Street
Vryheid
Tel: +27 72 831 0155: Email: 
mohammedm@hpp-sa.org 

HOPE

HOPE Bushbuckridge (Mpumalanga)
No 20 Dutch Church Rebone, Casteel
Tel: +27 21 371 1118; Email: salvation@
hpp-sa.org

HOPE uPhongolo (KwaZulu Natal)
B1051 Ncotshane, uPhongola 3170;
Tel: +27 83 681 8412; Email: sezakhele@
hpp-sa.org

HOPE Mthatha (Eastern Cape)
Buzimpilo street, Zone 14 Area
Tel: +27 71 466 2048; Email: zamaritse@
hpp-sa.org

CHILD AID

Child Aid Bakenberg (Limpopo)
Stand No 10213 Leyden Village, Mokopane; 
Tel: +27 73 773 8520; Email: mokgaetji@
hpp-sa.org 

Child Aid Doornkop (Gauteng)
Stand No 3206, Block 4, Soweto 1863;  
Tel: +27 11 765 4055; Email: olgam@hpp-sa.
org

Child Aid Ehlanzeni (Mpumalanga)
Malaria Training Centre, 16 0ld Tonga road, 
Tonga 1381
Tel: +27 61 538 5519; Email: thibi@hpp-sa.
org

Child Aid MVC (Limpopo)
Stand No: 26/5017, Phalaborwa
Tel: +27 76 971 3076; Email: angel@hpp-sa.
org

Child Aid Mthatha / KSD (Eastern Cape)
Zamukulungisa Road,Polar Park Mthatha; 
Tel: +27 78 322 8349; Email: omashego@
hpp-sa.org

Child Aid Tubatse (Limpopo)
2729 Ribacross Lehlaba, Burgersfort 1150; 
Tel: +27 66 354 6568; Email: gladys@hpp-sa.
org

Child Aid uMkhanyakude (KwaZulu Natal)
District Health Offices, Malaria Control 
Program, Jozini 3969;
Tel: +27 76 314 7403; Email: mphot@hpp-sa.
org

Child Aid Zululand (KwaZulu Natal)
1st Floor Bloemel Center, 121 High Street, 
Vryheid, 3148;
Tel: +27 63 009 8473; Email: daphney@
hpp-sa.org

POF

Pre-schools Of the Future Ndwedwe (KwaZulu 
Natal)
Mpungweni Area. Next to Edamini 
Ndwendwe, 4342;
Tel: +27 63 352 4579; Email: 
nontobekosenzi@hpp-sa.org 

Pre-schools Of the Future Mangangeni 
(KwaZulu Natal)
5/11 Richmond Road, Pinetown 3610;
Tel: +27 81 769 2333; Email: ellen@hpp-sa.
org

Pre-Schools Of the Maphumulo (KwaZulu 
Natal)
R74 Kwazini ,Maphumulo Area; 
Tel: +27 76 517 2909; Email: 
smangele@hpp-sa.org 

Contact information
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Our Work in Pictures 
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HPPSA continues to implement highly 
effective community health interventions for 
illness prevention and treatment. Community 
involvement is crucial in developing and 
maintaining good health for all.
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National Headquarters
5/11 Richmond Road,
P O Box 15339 Ashwood 3605
Pinetown, Durban
Tel: +27 31 701 9280,
Fax: +27 31 709 1458
Email: hppsa@hpp-sa.org

National Partnership Office
22 Ontdekkers Road
Witpoortjie,
Roodepoort, Johannesburg
Tel: +27 11 664 7261
Email: hppsa@hpp-sa.org

HumanaPeople

@HumanaSA

HumanaSA1

@Humana_SA
HumanaPeople
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